
August‌ ‌19,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Dear‌ ‌Colleague:‌ ‌ 

It’s‌ ‌come‌ ‌to‌ ‌our‌‌attention‌‌in‌‌recent‌‌days‌‌that‌‌anti-union‌‌forces‌‌are‌‌trying‌‌to‌‌exploit‌‌the‌‌                               
anxiety‌‌we’re‌‌all‌‌feeling‌‌amidst‌‌an‌‌unprecedented‌‌public‌‌health‌‌crisis‌‌by‌‌urging‌‌members‌‌                         
to‌ ‌drop‌ ‌their‌ ‌membership.‌ ‌This‌ ‌is‌ ‌reprehensible.‌ ‌But‌ ‌it’s‌ ‌a‌ ‌reflection‌ ‌of‌ ‌what‌ ‌we‌ ‌face.‌ ‌ 

We‌‌are‌‌confident‌‌that‌‌you‌‌will‌‌see‌‌this‌‌for‌‌what‌‌it‌‌is‌‌–‌‌a‌‌shameless‌‌attempt‌‌to‌‌divide‌‌us‌‌                                     
at‌‌a‌‌time‌‌when‌‌so‌‌many‌‌Ohioans‌‌are‌‌united‌‌in‌‌their‌‌desire‌‌to‌‌make‌‌the‌‌health‌‌and‌‌safety‌‌                                   
of‌ ‌our‌ ‌students‌ ‌and‌ ‌fellow‌ ‌citizens‌ ‌a‌ ‌priority.‌ ‌ 

These‌ ‌messages‌ ‌are‌ ‌coming‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌same‌‌people‌‌that‌‌gave‌‌us‌‌Senate‌‌Bill‌‌5‌‌–‌‌the‌‌law‌‌                                 
that‌ ‌would‌ ‌have‌ ‌gutted‌ ‌our‌ ‌collective‌ ‌bargaining‌ ‌rights‌ ‌if‌ ‌we‌ ‌had‌ ‌not‌ ‌risen‌ ‌up‌ ‌and‌‌                             
overturned‌ ‌it‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌box‌ ‌in‌ ‌2011.‌ ‌Their‌ ‌mission‌ ‌is‌ ‌to‌‌silence‌‌our‌‌voices‌‌as‌‌public‌‌                                 
educators‌‌and‌‌as‌‌advocates‌‌for‌‌our‌‌students‌‌and‌‌schools‌‌by‌‌taking‌‌away‌‌OUR‌‌power‌‌—‌‌                             
the‌‌power‌‌to‌‌fight‌‌for‌‌the‌‌schools‌‌our‌‌students‌‌deserve;‌‌the‌‌power‌‌to‌‌fight‌‌for‌‌what‌‌our‌‌                                 
students‌ ‌need;‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌power‌ ‌to‌ ‌fight‌ ‌for‌ ‌job‌ ‌protections,‌ ‌fair‌ ‌salaries,‌ ‌safe‌ ‌working‌‌                           
conditions‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌health‌ ‌care‌ ‌benefits‌ ‌we‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌support‌ ‌ourselves‌ ‌and‌ ‌our‌ ‌families.‌‌ ‌  

We’re‌ ‌also‌ ‌aware‌ ‌of‌ ‌public‌ ‌record‌ ‌requests‌ ‌in‌ ‌some‌ ‌school‌ ‌districts‌‌for‌‌information‌‌on‌‌                           
our‌ ‌members‌ ‌–‌ ‌where‌ ‌they‌ ‌live,‌‌where‌‌they‌‌work‌‌and‌‌their‌‌email‌‌addresses.‌‌This‌‌is‌‌an‌‌                               
outrageous‌ ‌violation‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌ ‌privacy‌ ‌rights‌ ‌and‌ ‌will‌ ‌not‌ ‌be‌ ‌tolerated.‌‌ ‌  

Please‌‌know‌‌that‌‌we‌‌are‌‌actively‌‌monitoring‌‌the‌‌situation‌‌and‌‌ask‌‌that‌‌you‌‌share‌‌with‌‌us‌‌                               
any‌ ‌communications‌ ‌you‌ ‌may‌ ‌have‌ ‌received.‌ ‌If‌‌you‌‌have‌‌any‌‌questions,‌‌please‌‌do‌‌not‌‌                           
hesitate‌ ‌to‌ ‌contact‌ ‌us.‌ ‌ 

Thank‌ ‌you‌ ‌for‌ ‌all‌ ‌that‌ ‌you’re‌ ‌doing‌ ‌for‌ ‌our‌ ‌students‌ ‌and‌ ‌WEA‌ ‌in‌ ‌these‌ ‌challenging‌ ‌times!‌ ‌ 

Rob‌ ‌Earle‌ ‌and‌ ‌Steph‌ ‌Schmeltzer‌ ‌ 

Wadsworth‌ ‌Education‌ ‌Association‌ ‌Co-Presidents‌ ‌ 

‌ 


